
“SOULinks:  Pursuing Multi-Generational Significance” is a new book written by Joan O. Wright, filled with stories  
about real people who have discovered the joys of cross-generational relationships. 

SOULINKS:  Connecting Past and Future 

Joan O. Wright, MSW, MCC 

/LIH�LV�D�VHULHV�RI�FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�RI�DOO�
VKDSHV��VL]HV�DQG�FRQWH[WV���6RPH�DUH�GHVLUHG��VRPH�
DUH�QRW���6RPH�DUH�LQWHQWLRQDO��RWKHUV�DUH�VXUSULVHV���
6RPH�DUH�IDPLO\��EXW�PRVW�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�EORRG�
ERXQGDULHV���$QG�VRPH�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�SHHU�DQG�
JHQHUDWLRQDO�ERXQGV���7KHVH�DUH�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�
KDYH�FDSWXUHG�P\�DWWHQWLRQ��
DQG�P\�KHDUW��
7KHUH�DUH�PDQ\�WHUPV�IRU�WKHVH�
UHODWLRQVKLSV�WKDW�OHDS�DFURVV�
JHQHUDWLRQV���:H�FDOO�WKHP�
PXOWL�JHQHUDWLRQDO��FURVV�
JHQHUDWLRQDO�RU�LQWHU�
JHQHUDWLRQDO��DQG�DOO�SOD\�D�UROH�
LQ�WKH�VWXG\�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�
FDOO�LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDOLW\�DQG�
KXPDQ�JHRJUDSK\���)RU�
WKRXVDQGV�RI�\HDUV�ZH�KDYH�
UHOLHG�XSRQ�WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�WKRVH�
JHQHUDWLRQV�WKDW�FDPH�EHIRUH�XV�WR�HQULFK�RXU�RZQ�
ZLVGRP�DQG�NQRZOHGJH���%XW�ODWHO\�WKH�FURVV�
JHQHUDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�KDV�EHHQ�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�OLVW�
RI�´HQGDQJHUHG�VSHFLHV�µ���
7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHDVRQV�IRU�WKLV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
IUDJLOLW\�RI�WRGD\·V�IDPLO\�VWUXFWXUHV��FXOWXUDO�DQG�
YDOXHV�GLIIHUHQFHV�DQG��SHUKDSV�WKH�ELJJHVW�
JHQHUDWLRQDO�JDS�JHQHUDWRU�²�WHFKQRORJ\���:H�VHHP�
WR�EH�ORVLQJ�RXU�DELOLW\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�IDFH�WR�IDFH��
GHYHORS�VRFLDO�VNLOOV��DQG�SURPRWH�SHUVRQDO�
UHODWLRQVKLSV���1RZ�LW·V�DOO�GRQH�ZLWK�RXU�ILQJHUWLSV��
VHSDUDWHG��UHPRWH�DQG�GLVWDQW���3HUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�
DUH�PRYLQJ�RYHU�LQ�IDYRU�RI�GLJLWDO�²�DQG�LPSHUVRQDO�²�
UHODWLRQVKLSV���,�UHDG�DQ�DUWLFOH�UHFHQWO\�WKDW�PDGH�WKH�
EROG�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�ZH�DUH�WKH�PRVW�DIIOXHQW�VRFLHW\�
HYHU��\HW�ZH�DUH�DOVR�WKH�PRVW�GHSUHVVHG��LVRODWHG�DQG�
DGGLFWHG�VRFLHW\�HYHU���:RZ���That should tell us 
something needs our attention – fast������
6WXGLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RQH�WKDW�JRW�P\�DWWHQWLRQ�IURP�WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6RFLRORJ\�DQG�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RQ�$JLQJ�
DW�%RVWRQ�&ROOHJH��KDYH�VKRZQ�WKDW�WRGD\·V�´HOGHUµ�
JHQHUDWLRQ�LV�PRUH�GHSUHVVHG�DQG�LVRODWHG�WKDQ�DW�
DQ\�RWKHU�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\���7KH\�EHOLHYH�WKH\�KDYH�
EHFRPH�´LUUHOHYDQWµ�DQG�XQQHHGHG���$QG�WRGD\·V�
\RXQJ�DGXOWV�DUH�DOVR�GHSUHVVHG�DQG�GLVKHDUWHQHG�
PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU��EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�IHDUIXO�DERXW�WKHLU�
IXWXUHV�DQG�KDYHQ·W�OLYHG�HQRXJK�OLIH�WR�VHH�WKHUH�DUH�
ZD\V�WKURXJK�WKHVH�KDUG�WLPHV���7KH�VROXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�
VLWXDWLRQ�VHHPV�REYLRXV��GRHVQ·W�LW"�

7KH�ROGHU�SRSXODWLRQ�IHHOV�LUUHOHYDQW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
EHOLHYH�WKH\·YH�RXWOLYHG�WKHLU�XVHIXOQHVV�²�WKH\�KDYH�
OLYHG�WRR�ORQJ���7KH�\RXQJHU�DGXOW�JHQHUDWLRQ�KDVQ·W�
OLYHG�ORQJ�HQRXJK�WR�KHOS�WKHP�VXFFHVVIXOO\�QDYLJDWH�
LQWR�WKHLU�IXWXUH���'HSUHVVLRQ��VDGQHVV��DQG�GHVSDLU�
ZHUH�VKDUHG�E\�both�JHQHUDWLRQV��EXW�FDQ�EH�banished�
IRU�ERWK�ZKHQ�WKH�WZR�JHQHUDWLRQV�PHHW�XS���,W�LV�OLNH�
D�EHDXWLIXO��ORJLFDO�PDWKHPDWLFDO�HTXDWLRQ���,W�PDNHV�
SHUIHFW�VHQVH��
6R�ZK\�GRHV�DOO�WKLV�PDWWHU�WR�PH"��:K\�LV�LW�VR�
LPSRUWDQW�WKDW�,�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�ZULWH�D�ERRN�DERXW�
LW"��/HW�PH�WHOO�\RX�D�YHU\�VKRUW�VWRU\¬�
,Q������RXU�ORFDO�QHZVSDSHU�The Charlotte Observer��
UDQ�DQ�DUWLFOH�ZKLFK�EHJDQ�“Years ago, a young boy’s 
next door neighbor invited him to watch her in the 
kitchen.  Now he could be the city’s most promising 
young chef.”�7KLV�DUWLFOH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�WHOO�UHDGHUV�
DERXW�DQ�XQOLNHO\�PXOWL�JHQHUDWLRQDO�IULHQGVKLS�WKDW�
ODVWHG�RYHU����\HDUV���7KH�JOXH�WKDW�ERQGHG�WKHP�ZDV�
D�ORYH�RI�FRRNLQJ���$W�D�YHU\�HDUO\�DJH�$QGUHZ�ZRXOG�
UXQ�WR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�QH[W�GRRU�ZKHQHYHU�KH�OLNHG�DQG�
RYHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�QH[W�WZR�GHFDGHV��EHFDPH�WKH�
H[HFXWLYH�VRXV�FKHI�DW�WKH�ZRUOG�DFFODLPHG�UHVWDXUDQW�
´7KH�,QQ�DW�/LWWOH�:DVKLQJWRQµ�LQ�9LUJLQLD���$OO�EHFDXVH�
RI�D�YHU\�XQLTXH��XQH[SHFWHG�PXOWL�JHQHUDWLRQDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS�ILOOLQJ�WKH�QHHGV�RI�ERWK�SHRSOH��

2K��RQH�PRUH�WKLQJ���$QGUHZ�LV�RXU�VRQ���,�KDYH�
SHUVRQDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SRZHU�RI�
FURVV�JHQHUDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV���$QG�DIWHU�,�KHDUG�
WKH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKH�VWXG\�E\�%RVWRQ�&ROOHJH�RQ�WKH�
UHPDUNDEOH�PXWXDO�EHQHILWV�RI�WKHVH�UHODWLRQVKLSV��,�
NQHZ�,�KDG�P\�QH[W�SDVVLRQDWH�FDOOLQJ���,�VHW�WR�ZRUN�
LQWHUYLHZLQJ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�ZKR�VKDUHG�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�
UHODWLRQVKLSV���$W�WKH�WLPH��,�KDG�QR�LGHD�WKH�HQG�
UHVXOW�(not the end, the beginning I hope���ZRXOG�EH�D�
OLWWOH�EXW�OLIH�FKDQJLQJ�ERRN�WLWOHG�´628/LQNV���
3XUVXLQJ�0XOWL�*HQHUDWLRQDO�6LJQLILFDQFH�µ��7KLV�LV�D�
ERRN�RI�WUXH�VWRULHV�LQWHQGHG�WR�WRXFK�\RXU�KHDUW��
WKHQ�FDOO�\RX�LQWR�DFWLRQ��

,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�FKDOOHQJH�\RX�²�\RXQJ�RU�ROG�²�WR�
SXUVXH�VLJQLILFDQFH�E\�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�DFURVV�
JHQHUDWLRQV��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�SUHVHQFH�(or lack) RI�D 
´EORRGµ�FRQQHFWLRQ�(family)�WR�VHHN�DQG�HPEUDFH�
PXOWL�JHQHUDWLRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZKHUHYHU�\RX�FDQ�
ILQG�WKHP���7KH�PXWXDO�EHQHILWV�DUH�VXUSULVLQJ�DQG�
ZHOFRPH��DGGLQJ�D�OD\HU�RI�ULFKQHVV�WR�RXU�OLYHV�WKDW�
QRWKLQJ�HOVH�FDQ���$QG�LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��
OLNH�$QGUHZ·V��WKH\�ZLOO�change�OLYHV��
 

The cross-

generational 

relationship 

has been 

placed on the 

list of 

“endangered 

species.” 


